CHAPTER 1
Are There Enduring Logics of Conflict and Cooperation in World Politics?

Multiple-Choice Questions
1. In Medieval Europe, people had often had multiple political obligations and loyalties—ones to local lords, maybe distant nobles. Some independent city-states existed, but such statuses could change. What sort of system of governance does this sound like to you?

a. one similar to present day world politics, where dual citizenship is allowed in many countries, and people may have obligations to transnational corporations, as well as governments
b. an anarchy
c. a classic feudal system of world politics
d. an anarchic system of states
Correct Answer: c
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.
Topic: What Is International Politics? 
Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts

2. In a world imperial system,

a. states are empowered to set their own policies, and there is no higher authority above them.


b. two major powers share nearly equal control over the world.


c. human loyalties and political obligations are not fixed primarily by territorial boundaries.


d. one government has authority over most of the world.
Correct Answer: d
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.
Topic: What Is International Politics? 
Difficulty Level: Easy
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
3. When Thomas Hobbes referred to the “state of nature,” he was describing 


a. a feudal system in which people are broadly accepting of their rulers.


b. a system of states that has achieved a state of peace through equal balance of power.


c. a situation characterized by the absence of a higher authority that is able to enforce order.

d. a preindustrial stage of economic development.
Correct Answer: c
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 
Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
4. Which of the following summarizes what most sets international politics apart from domestic politics, whether at a national or local level?

a. Domestic law enforcement officers rarely, if ever, operate in hostile, chaotic environments, in the same way that militaries do on the world stage.

b. In international relations, ethical theory is of greater importance than in domestic politics, since the world has a weak sense of community and few corresponding norms.
c. In international politics, military strength always make right, no matter what any scholar says to the contrary.  
d. The international system is more anarchic by nature, given that some states will always be stronger than others, and no ultimate authority exists to always check or control their actions.
Correct Answer: d
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Apply What You Know

5. Which of the following statements would appear to be more closely associated with the realist approach to international politics?

a. The lack of an ultimate governing authority in world politics means the world faces a constant state of war, even when the world seems to be at peace on a surface level. 
b. The central actors in international politics are states, all seeking, above other considerations,  to protect their interests and ensure their own survival.
c. The difference between domestic and international politics is frequently overstated, given the increasing importance of global economic interdependence.
d. International institutions are not as strong as state actors but can have a measurable effect on the political system.
Correct Answer: b
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 
Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
6. Liberal theorists argued, prior to World War I, that war seemed obsolete in part because countries could not afford it. Their arguments against war did not stop there, however. Some of their other arguments even won popularity again in the 1970s. What did these include? 

a. the idea that changes in the balance of power were never a true cause of conflict between states


c. ideas about using smarter diplomatic means of shifting regional balances of power

d. the idea that international institutions would come to dominate world politics over time
d. arguments involving the increasing economic interdependence of states, and the increasing of transnational social and political ties

Correct Answer: a

Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Easy
Skill Level: Analyze It
7. Some scholars of the realist school have looked at the modern state of international politics, and suggested that a world built upon sovereign states may be on its way out. Why might this be?  
a. because more people are realizing, given the ease with which information crosses borders, that state power is socially constructed 
b. because transnational problems, including climate change, shifting values, and the spread of disease, are threatening state power
c. because greater economic interdependence and increasing transnational problems are bound to lead to a one-world government 
d. because a revolution in communications and social media, has led to a rapid decline in acceptance of state power worldwide 
Correct Answer: b
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Apply What You Know

8. Which of the following would be more important in regard to drawing lessons from history and applying them to current international events and problems?
a. a reliance on historical accounts that includes the most seemingly factual information, presented in neutral fashion
b. an awareness of how greatly the world has changed  over time, and that some concerns of the present, such as the role of nonstate actors and economic matters, were not concerns in earlier eras.

c. an awareness of how the international, anarchic system of states is a relatively new thing, historically speaking, with almost nothing resembling it in earlier eras
d. an awareness of how accounts of past international wars or incidents are influenced by the values and concerns of historians
Correct Answer: d
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.2: Explain how history can help us understand international politics today.
Topic: The Peloponnesian War
Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Apply What You Know
9. Despite being adherents to highly different approaches to the study of world politics, an attempt to devise more deductive, scientific theories led neorealists and neoliberals to 

a. put more of an emphasis on cultural and ideological changes in world politics. 
b. soften their adherence to the lines that seemed to divide classical liberal and realist theories.
c. increase the simplicity and elegance of international relations theory, but at the cost of discarding much of the complexity of classical realism and liberalism.
d. devise an entirely new paradigm or approach to world politics, which came to be known as constructivism.
Correct Answer: c
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Analyze It
10. Which of the following can be said to be true of constructivist thought?
a. Like liberal and realistic theory, it always puts state actors at the center of international politics.
b. Leading scholars associated with this approach see economic and class concerns as dominating and shaping global affairs.

c. Security is viewed primarily in the classical sense of violence or war among states.

d. Constructivists are more likely to emphasize the importance of ideas and culture in shaping international politics. 
Correct Answer: d
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts. 
11. The dependency theory approach to world politics was an extension of, or built upon, Marxism in that 
it

a. attributed most problems of global politics to economic competition between the ownership class and the working class. 

b. linked the continuing poor economic performance of underdeveloped nations to economic imperialism, while suggesting that the nature of global capitalism is increasing inequality.

c. borrowed heavily from liberal economic theory in suggesting that global economic interdependence would  discourage war and global conflict.

d. suggested that global capitalism would eventually lead to a worldwide Communist revolution.
Correct Answer: b

Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Apply What You Know.
12. Political scientist Robert Axelrod cautions that in the Prisoner’s Dilemma game, the strategy of tit for tat is a good strategy only when


a. there are more than two opponents in the game.


b. you have the chance to continue the game for a long period.


c. your side is clearly rising in power against your opponent’s decline.


d. you have greater military resources than your opponent.
Correct Answer: b
Learning Objective:  LO 1.2 Explain how history can help us understand international politics today.

Topic: The Peloponnesian War

Difficulty Level: Easy

Skill Level: Apply What You Know

13. Why has the role of force been at least somewhat diminished in recent decades? 
a. There is a growing ethic of antimilitarism in many democratic states, and force has become more costly and difficult to use now.
b. International organizations have become vastly more powerful and effective at punishing military aggressors.

c. Conventional force has become less expensive, giving insurgent and nonstate terrorist groups the means to beat states at their own, traditional force game.
d. The economic ties among all states, democratic and otherwise, have made war too expensive.
Correct Answer: a

Learning Objective:  LO 1.2 Explain how history can help us understand international politics today.

Topic: The Peloponnesian War
Difficulty Level: Easy
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts  
14. If you are given the opportunity to end what would appear to be a long, drawn-out war by carrying out one surprise attack on a civilians in an enemy territory, what would just war theory suggest?
a. It would suggest that you try using diplomatic talks first before taking any action.

b. It would suggest that any killing is wrong and should be avoided.

c. It would suggest that you must carry out the attack in order to save many more lives over time.

d. It would suggest that you take all precautions needed to avoid killing noncombatants.
Correct Answer: d
Learning Objective:  LO 1.2 Explain how history can help us understand international politics today.

Topic: The Peloponnesian War

Difficulty Level: Difficult
Skill Level: Analyze It
15. Thucydides thought that war between Athens and Sparta was inevitable, in hindsight, because
a. the Athenians, seeking expansion ion Greece, were bound to attack Spartan territory.
b. the cultural and economic orientations of Sparta and Athens were just too different for anyone to bridge the divides.
c. Athens was in decline as a regional power, while Sparta was a rising power.
d. the power of Athens was growing, and this induced fear in Sparta.
Correct Answer: d
Learning Objective:  LO 1.2 Explain how history can help us understand international politics today.

Topic: The Peloponnesian War

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Remember the Facts
16. Why might ethics, as it involves the use of force, be different in international versus domestic politics when it comes to judging the actions of national leaders?
a. because state leaders can generally ignore with impunity international treaties and understandings about the use of force, but cannot consistently ignore domestic law and expectations
b. because the actions of state leaders may be seen in a different light from state to state, or culture to culture
c. because protection of state interests is of central importance to state leaders who wish to stay in power, and order is often taken for granted domestically, leaving more room for discussion of justice 
d. because national leaders who try to do the ethically or morally right thing at the international level nearly always end up paying for it
Correct Answer: c
Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.
Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics
Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Apply What You Know
17. A 1933 anti-war resolution of the Oxford Union, an Oxford University student debating society, had unintended consequences because
a. the complexity of causation of international issues made it difficult, in this case, for Britain to go to war against Germany years later.
b. it led to a decrease in military spending in Britain, leading it to be initially unprepared for German air assaults during World War II.

c. Hitler saw the resolution, in which a majority voted to never again fight for king and country, as demonstrating that democracies were soft, with citizens who would not fight back.
d. Hitler heard about the resolutions and decided that Britain was softer and weaker than any European nation, and could thus be easily defeated.
Correct Answer: c
Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.

Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Apply What You Know
18. Hobbes suggested that states do not feel any overwhelming need to form or hand over sovereignty to a single governing authority, or world government, because  

a. the existence of states in a balance of power alleviates the condition of international anarchy enough to allow some degree of order.


b. insecurity is as great at the international level as at the individual level.

c. states would never be able to agree upon a constitution or treaty for such a one-world government, given varying international norms and values.


d. the militaries of states have too much invested in the state of war for it ever to stop.
Correct Answer: a

Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.

Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts

19. What patently shallow and flawed analogy was sometimes made between the Cold War and the Peloponnesian War?

a. that the United States was Athens, a democracy and naval power, while the Soviet Union was Sparta, given that it was a land-locked nation with slave labor camps
b. that the United States was Athens, as the world’s largest superpower, while the Soviet Union was Sparta, as a rival for global hegemony 
c. that the United States was Athens, as a regional and rising hegemon, while South Korean was Corcyra, when asking for assistance after an invasion by Soviet-backed North Korea
d. the Soviet Union was Corinth, while Afghanistan was Corcyra, leading the United States to take on the role of Athens and help Corcyra
Correct Answer: a

Learning Objective:  LO 1.2 Explain how history can help us understand international politics today.

Topic: The Peloponnesian War

Difficulty Level: Difficult

Skill Level: Analyze It 
20. The skeptical approach to ethics and morality in international politics can be summed up by which classic statement?
a. Kill or be killed.

b. ‘I came. I saw. I conquered,” a phrase often attributed to Roman leader Julius Caesar.  

c. Life in the state of nature is “nasty, brutish, and short,” as stated by political theorist Thomas Hobbes.
d. The Athenian response to Melians’ please for mercy: “The strong do what they can and the weak suffer what they must.”
Correct Answer: a

Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.

Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
21. Why can we reject the idea of complete skepticism in international politics?

a. Some room exists for morality in international politics, given that the possibility of choice varies with threats to state survival.

b. because there are institutions in international politics to provide at least a minimum of order, allowing choices to be made in nearly all circumstances
c. The threats to survival in international politics have been steadily decreasing.

d. because most state leaders base their foreign policy actions on how to survive without war, meaning that they will always give peace a chance first
Correct Answer: a

Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.

Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
22. A scholar of the skeptical approach to ethics in world politics would be more likely to suggest that

a. there is no such thing as morality in world politics, except the moral obligation of states to protect their interests and citizens.
b. states are the only actors that can adopt and enforce the moral laws necessary for international relations.
c. moral categories have no meaning in international relations, because no institutions exist to provide order.
international politics rest on a society of states with certain rules, although those rules are not always perfectly obeyed.
Correct Answer: c
Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.

Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
23. Feminist theory suggests that the traditional focus on interstate relations in the study of world politics 
leads scholars to overlook
a. the negative effects of increasing economic interdependence at the global level.
b. the role of class conflict in worsening gender relations and the life chances of women worldwide.

c. the processes through which identities and interests, including those of women, are shaped at the global level.
d. the use of rape as a weapon in war, and the patriarchal nature of world leadership. 
Correct Answer: c
Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.

Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
24. Scholars of the cosmopolitan approach to ethics see world politics as not just a collection of states, but 
as
a. an unjust economic system in which many people are crushed or left behind.

b. a system in which distributive justice means little. 
c. a society of individuals with a set of universal human rights.
d. economic classes, including the ownership and working classes, that are forever at odds.
Correct Answer: c
Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.

Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics

Difficulty Level: Difficult
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts. 
25. Prudence is advisable in exercising moral judgment in world politics because
a. just as in domestic politics or individual relationships, making snap moral judgments can upset people and endanger relationships.

b. moral judgment has no place in world politics, where might makes right, as scholars of the skeptical ethics school argue.
c. exercising any moral judgment, much less snap judgment, in world politics invariably leads to disaster.

d. the heightened risks and chances for unintended consequences involved in world politics make morality harder to apply. 
Correct Answer: d
Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.

Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
True-False Questions
26. Cosmopolitans suggest that distributive justice matters in international relations, and that if realists focused on this they would be more concerned with global economic interdependence.
Correct Answer: True
Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.

Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
27. Some liberals argue that threats to global ecology will further increase cooperation between states.

Correct Answer: True
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
28. Scholars of the state moralist school of ethics in world politics tend to see state sovereignty as the most important rule of international politics, even if it not always obeyed. 
Correct Answer: True

Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.

Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
29. Just war doctrine, which originated in the early Christian church and became secularized over time, prohibits the killing of innocent civilians in war.
Correct Answer: True

Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.

Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
30. Examples of anarchic systems of states include ancient Greece, as contrasted with today’s international politics, which involve international institutions that act as higher authorities above all states.
Correct Answer: False
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
31. The Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia of 1978 supported Marxist theories about conflict generated by competition for resources.

Correct Answer: False

Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Apply What You Know
32. The Athenian position when facing the offer of an alliance with Corcyra resembled the Prisoner’s Dilemma.

Correct Answer: True
Learning Objective:  LO 1.2 Explain how history can help us understand international politics today.

Topic: The Peloponnesian War

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Apply What You Know
33. Dependence-theory critiques of international relations have helped bring attention to problems of economic globalization such as the trafficking of women and children worldwide.
Correct Answer: False
Learning Objective:  LO 1.2 Explain how history can help us understand international politics today.

Topic: The Peloponnesian War

Difficulty Level: Easy
Skill Level: Understand the Concept
34. Constructivists argue that although the international system is anarchic, the nature of that anarchy depends on prevailing norms, beliefs, and perceptions.
Correct Answer: True
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
35. Liberals suggest that international law and customs provide some degree of order, despite the fact that Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990 was a clear violation of said law and customs.

Correct Answer: True

Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Understand the Concepts
Essay Questions

36. What events in the latter half of the twentieth century have liberals pointed to as evidence to support their arguments about international politics? What real-world events did realists use to counter liberal claims?
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Difficult
Skill Level: Analyze It
37. What do constructivists mean when they say that key concepts and phenomena in world politics are “socially constructed”? Why is this claim important to international relations theory?
Learning Objective: L.O. 1.1: Identify the distinctive features of a sovereign state system and their implications for cooperation and conflict.

Topic: What Is International Politics? 

Difficulty Level: Difficult
Skill Level: Analyze It
38. In what ways must we be careful in drawing modern lessons from ancient history? How could the selectivity of historians, combined with their concern about contemporary matters when writing, lead to misunderstanding and error in application of their lessons?  
Learning Objective:  LO 1.2 Explain how history can help us understand international politics today.

Topic: The Peloponnesian War

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Apply What You Know the Peloponnesian War? 
39. How does the Prisoner’s Dilemma model of game theory explain why Athens and Sparta did not ultimately avoid war?
Learning Objective:  LO 1.2 Explain how history can help us understand international politics today.

Topic: The Peloponnesian War

Difficulty Level: Moderate

Skill Level: Apply What You Know
40. Why do ethics play less of a role in international politics than in domestic politics? 
Learning Objective: L.O 1.3: Compare and contrast: (a) motives, means, and consequences; and (b) skepticism, state moralism, and cosmopolitanism.

Topic: Ethical Questions and International Politics

Difficulty Level: Moderate
Skill Level: Analyze It
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